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Munir Shikohabad's The Qasida

ABSTRACT

This paper aims at exploring the theme of anti-colonialism in Maruf
Al-Rusafi's poem "Day of Fallujah" and Munir Shikohabad's poem "The
Qasida". Both of them are undergoing a generating considerable interest
in terms of anti-colonialism with their pens and poems that entered the
history of struggle against colonialism. This paper also documents the
refusal of people of both countries: India and Iraq for the British colonial
rule by analyzing two poems of Munir Shikohabadi and Maruf Al-Rusafi.
The role of those two poets was to call for the unity of their people and
encourage them to rebel against the colonizers and their agents; by
condemning the British colonizers and disclosing their bluffing. This study
is an attempt to answer the questions: how did Al-Rusafi and Shikohabadi
link the bridge of struggle against colonialism through their poems? What
were the literary techniques Al-Rusafi and Shikohabadi used to make their
poems be argumentative in modern literature?

Keywords: Colonialism, colonizers, Maruf Al-Rusafi, Munir Shikohabadi,
poetry.

1. Introduction

Colonialism is recognized as being widely considered to be the
most important theme in literature since it had a great impact on the
hearts of so many poets of the east . Many campaigns of revolt within the
colonized countries have rebelled against the oppressors. Among the
colonized countries that were colonized by the British Empire, India and
Iraq were the two victimized countries whose people suffered from their
oppressors. In those countries, many freedom fighters attempted to
agitate the people against the colonizers and called for the independence
of their country . Maruf Al Rusafi and Munir Shikohabadi did not forget
their people who suffered during the British colonial rule upon Iraq and
India as well as the mercenary governments that destroyed both countries
at that time. Despite the fact that each one of them belonged to a different
culture and country, they have the same patriotic spirit of fighting
colonialism and its destructive reality. Being anti-colonialism poets, Al-
Rusafi and Shikohabadi were among the fighters of freedom who have
entered the battleground against the British colonizers with their
enthusiastic poems that unfolded a new era of strife against colonialism.
The present paper studies the theme of anti-colonialism in Al Rusafi's
poem “ Day of Fallujah” and Shikohabadi's poem “ The Qasida”. The two
poets had a lively role in the fight against colonizers who attempted to
exploit the sources of India and Iraq. In addition, the British attempted to
create a new generation of youth who are Indians and Iraqi in blood but
English in taste and be loyal to the thoughts and ideas of the colonizers.
This study aims at answering specific questions about the ways in which
the two poets used to stand against the colonizers by using their poetry as
well as the literary techniques they used in their poems.
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Then, the paper also offers a comparative manner of the differences between the styles of writing poetry
between the two poets . So, there will be a need to study the life of both poets to estimate the political and social
situations in which they lived in and the motivational causes that inspire them to enclose anti-colonialism aspects in
their poems. Then the paper analyzes the two poems of Shikohabadi and Al-Rusafi to unveil the literary devices
used by the two poets to depict the suffering and resistance of their people against the British colonizers. The
objective of this paper is to discuss and analyze Shikohabadi's poem “The Qasida” to placing events in India at the
end of the Nineteenth century especially after the revolt of 1857-8 and the role of Shikohabadi within this uprising
and how he suffered the woes of prison. Then, there will be an analysis for Al-Rusafi's poem “Day of Fallujah” and
offer a deep survey of the political situations in Irag in 1941 and the reasons behind the war of March 1941 in Iraq
and the part of Al- Rusafi in this war. The findings of this paper will enable the reader to be familiar with the same
struggles against colonialism in both countries India and Iraq.

The most important merit of this paper besides evincing the facts about the struggle of people of the two
countries with colonialism, the paper provides a lens by which the reader could estimate the literary and political
interactions between the two poems. This paper is divided into seven sections: The first section gives an
introduction to the subject and the second one gives a brief overview of the previous works about the two poets.
The third section provides a short biography about Munir Shikohabdi and documents some important facts about
his life. In the fourth sections Shikohabadi’'s poem “The Qasida” is analyzed to show the aspects of anti-colonialism
in this poem. A new methodology is outlined in the five section which is about the life of the second poet Al-Rusafi
and the situations in Iraq at that time. Section six documents the part of Al-Rusafi in the war of March 1941. Section
seven proposes a new procedure in analyzing Al-Rusafi's poem “Day of Fallujah” in terms of anti-colonialism. The
conclusion is drawn in the final section to reveal the findings and results of this study.

2, Literature Review

Anti-colonialism is a term used to refer to the politics and ideologies aimed at liberating the colonized
countries from the control of the European rule that attempted to exploit the resources of the oppressed countries.
This trend started at the end of the nineteenth and the beginning of the twentieth century in Asia and African
countries (Raenee& Kumar 2013, 2). So, this subject has been the field of interest of so many writers so that there is a
need to mention some previous works that will be a background for the current paper. The researcher has
inspected and selectively gathered the following articles in order not to repeat the findings of them. Raenee and
Mahesh Kumar's (2013) article The Treatment of Anti-colonial Nationalism in Indian Fiction in English, traced the role
of some Indian writers in depicting the reaction against colonizers during the colonial era through their fiction
written in English language. In his article The Great Uprising and Civil Rebellion in Shahjahanpur: A Study of Anti-
British Resistance in 1857 (2011), Syed Mohd Amir studied the insurrection of 1857 that happened in large part of
India and how it shook the British rule in this country who were dislodged permanently from their place in
governance. Raisur Rahman'’s article ‘We can leave neither: Mohamed Ali, Islam and Nationalism in Colonial India
(2012), highlighted the role of Mohamed Ali in Khilafat movement and how he attempted to express his love for
India in the form of anti-colonialism. An article published in the Arabic Language in 2013 by Abdulraheem Hazeen
entitled O Fallujah and Peace be Upon You: The Story of Iragi Garnica, in which the author traces the political events
of Fallujah in 1940 and the British war and siege against this city and resembles it to the American occupation to
Irag in 2003. Another work by Sameer Al-Saeedi entitled Al Rusafi between two occupations and One Besieged
Fallujah (2016), in which Al-Saeedi narrated the most important events in the life of Al-Rusafi and how he stood
against the British occupation to Iraq. Safa Khulusi's article Mar'ruf Ar-Rusafi in Jerusalem (1997), documented the
journey of Al-Rusafi in Jerusalem and the period he spent there in teaching Arabic Literature. Kevin M. Jones thesis
(2013) entitled "The Poetics of Revolution: Cultures, Practices, and Politics of Anti-Colonialism in Irag, 1932-1960",
studied the themes of anti-colonialism in Iraqi literature and refers to Al-Rusafi’'s poem “Day of Fallujah” as the
commemoration of the British carnage of the innocents in Fallujah.

So, to be familiar with the circumstances that influenced Shikohabad and Al-Rusafi to write their poems and
be part of the struggle of their people against the colonizers, there is a need to study the life and circumstances
each one of them before starting with the analysis of their poems. The next section will focus on the life of
Shikohabadi to take a look at the views of comparative literature and reveal the debate of shifting interest from the
western famed authors to the less sponsored and oft-neglected peripheral figures which cannot be neglected any
more in our postcolonial world.

3.Munir Shikohabad (1819-1881): A short Biography

Even though that a large part of Shikohabad's life was undocumented but it is necessary to uncover some
facts and important events in his life. Sayyid Ismail Husain was an Urdu poet born in 1814 in Shikohabad, a small
district in Uttar Pradesh in India. Munir Shikohabad is the pseudonym of Hussain. However, he was taught by several
teachers in Akbarabad in which his father serviced as a soldier at that period. His literary education was pruningin a
wide range in Lucknow as he studied literature there and later, he was taught by ‘Rashak’ who is regarded by
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Shikohabad as his master. Shikohabad had a good relationship with the politicians at that time especially with the
Nawab (parliament men) of Banda (Rekhta 2019, 1). After that, he started to talk about the social conditions of his
people in his poems then he called for the dismissal of the British colonizers from his country. The British did not like
this and they attempted to arrest him with his colleagues who formulated a group that fought the British with the
possible tools. Unfortunately, Shikohabadi and his colleagues were arrested and imprisoned by the British for a
period. Ultimately, when he set free from prison, he settled in Rampur and died in 1880.

Shikohabad is regarded to be one of the most famous classical poets of the Nasikh 's school. Many of
Shikohabadi’'s poems contain the influence of this school. He wrote long poems called ‘Ghazals’ and these poems
were marked by its complexity and the difficulty of meters (Rekhta 2019, 2). Shikohabadi wrote about 56 Ghazals,
most of these long poems depicted the anguish and physical isolation he suffered during his period in prison
(Anderson 2007, 163). Shikohabadi wrote under the penname Muneer or Munir and there are four published books
of poetry that consist of his poems and literary works which are: Muntakhab-ul-Aalam (1848), Kulliyat-e-Muneer
(1853), Intikhab-e-Kalam (1982) and Jang-e-Azadi 1857: Kamujahid Shayar Meer Mohammad Ismail Husain Muneer
Sikohabadi (2006). In addition to a magazine published in 1962 called Tangeed: Munir Shikohabadi Number (Rekhta
2019, 2). Shikohabadi took an effective role in the Indian uprising in 1857 through his poem “The Qasida” because
of which the British colonizers exiled him to Andaman where he settled there and continued to write Ghazals. The
next section traces the Indian uprising in 1857 and the role of Shikohabadi in this rebellion.

4, Anti-Colonialism in Shikohabadi’s “The Qasida”

Shikohabadi’'s poem The Qasida is about the suffering in prison when he spent a long period after his
participation in the uprising of 1857 in India. This poem also documented The Uprising in India which started in the
summer of 1857, when the public opinion suddenly rose against the British Empire. This rebellion shook the
foundation of the British power and resulted in many significant issues. This rebellion had emotional and
materialistic reasons; it started in the form of rebel by the native sepoy’s army of the Bengal Presidency in the North
of India (Bates 2012, 1). The British power soon spread an immediate rumor that the pretext for this mutiny is that
because of the use of “a new rifle, “the Enfield”, the cartridges for which were greased with the fat of pigs and cows”
(Bates 2012, 1). This was a deliberate pretext to hide the reality behind the scene which is the Christian missionaries
encouraged by the East India Company that attempted to convert people into Christianity. Those missionary groups
attempted to undermine the Hindu and Muslim religions, but those Hindu and Muslim people revolt to protect their
religions and save the country (Bates 2012, 2).

In the same way, the situation became critical when the government declared the General Service Enlistment
Act of 1856 which removed the priority of the troop’s families who serviced out of the boundaries of the Presidency
(Bates 2012, 3). However, many historians regarded this rebellion as a considerable threat against British rule at that
time especially in the North and East parts of India in cities like Meerut, Delhi and Lucknow. Unfortunately, this
rebellion was defeated by the British leader Sir Thomas Seton at Mauza’' Barnai on 20 June 1858 (Amir 2011, 5).
According to Syed Moh Amir (2011), the situation became peaceful and settled in October 1858. Amir stated that
“by October 1858, complete normalcy and peace was established in the area. After the ghadar (defeat), those who
survived and fell into the hands of the British were meted out exemplary punishments” (Amir 2011, 5). Anyway,
Shikohabadi indulged in this rebellion and was one of those who were sent to Andaman Islands. Shikohabadi
documented this suffering in prison when he described the physical difficulties that men faced in prison as they
were enforced to be far removed from their country (Anderson 2007, 163). Shikohabadi attacked the British power
and hold them the responsibility of the terror upon Indian Muslims and Hindu. He regarded himself to be a follower
of the clergyman Shah Waliullah who asked all Indian Muslims to attack the British and rise “a holy war” (Jalil 2013,
122).

Shikohabadi wrote prolifically in his prison long poems which were called “Ghazals”. As a convict,



